FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
fronting the country, he sank deeper and deeper, even against his
will, into the mire of conspiracy, wrecking and treachery, and even
when he realized the futility of all this he had become so deeply
involved that he could not break free.
Apart from attempts to instigate revolts and spread discontent
amongst the people, the conspirators had what the Russians call
a number of "variants"; one was to engineer a "palace revolution,"
i.e. to seize the Kremlin and the telephone exchanges, to kill the
Soviet leaders and heads of Government departments, thus them-
selves seizing power. Certain generals, Tukhachevsky and others,
hoped to lead a section of the army against loyal Soviet troops.
Another variant was to aid outside attacks on the U.S.S.R., and
then during the resulting difficulties to provoke a revolt in the
Soviet Army and among the disgruntled elements composed of
the remnants of the former bourgeoisie and kulaks.
The accused undoubtedly hoped that as Lenin and the Bol-
sheviks had triumphed against Tsardom and Kerensky, after heavy
Russian defeats in the world war, so in the event of an outbreak
of hostilities between the U.S.S.R. and the Fascist countries which
they (the opposition) were doing their best to provoke, the U.S.S.R.
would be defeated and they, the opposition leaders, would come out
on top.
As for the possibility of a complete triumph of Hitler and other
Fascist or Nazi leaders in the U.S.S.R., they hoped that in view
of international rivalries and by combining with the kulak and other
capitalist elements within Russia they (the bloc of Trotskyites and
other counter-revolutionaries) could ultimately prevent the com-
plete triumph of Fascism in Russia.
The evidence of the accused in all the trials showed that these
ideas and aspirations animated most of them during the whole
of their sabotaging, wrecking, conspirative and espionage activities.
Whatever their original intentions, in effect, all their activities
could only lead to the restoration of capitalism in Russia and
to the ultimate triumph of Fascism.
At first sight it seems rather surprising that not a single one of
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